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1. Introduction to the study of medical ethics. What is medicine? Goals of medicine. Doctor-patient 

relationship, its historical evolution and current models. Communication in medical practice.  

 

2. Ethical theories and medical practice. Ethics and morality. Medical ethics and bioethics. Moral 

theories. Deontological ethics. Utilitarian ethics. Principlism. Aristotelian-thomistic ethics. Virtue ethics 

and a good doctor. 

 

3. Concept of personhood and modern medicine. Person, human dignity and autonomy. 

Anthropological perspectives in bioethics. Empirical functionalism and ontological personalism. 

Relational autonomy of care ethics. 

 

4. Ethical dilemmas at the beginning of human life I. Biological and moral status of human embryo.    

Assisted reproductive technologies. Surrogate motherhood. Research on human embryos. Human 

cloning. 

 

5. Ethical dilemmas at the beginning of human life II. Medically induced abortion. Contraceptives. 

Prenatal and preimplantation diagnosis. Gene therapy and genetic nontherapeutic modifications. 

 

6. Ethical dilemmas at the end of human life I. Human suffering, death and dying. Palliative medicine 

and hospice care. Decision-making in intensive care and in palliative medicine. Advance directives. 

Critical situations in neonatology.  

 

7. Ethical dilemmas at the end of human life II. Euthanasia and its typology. History of euthanasia. 

Assisted suicide. Arguments for and against euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide. Euthanasia and 

goals of medicine. 

 

8. Ethical dilemmas in organ donation. Definitions, typology and history of organ transplantation. 

Harvesting organs from living donors. Harvesting organs from deceased donors. Commercialization of 

the human body. Resource allocation. 

 

9. Respect for autonomy and public health. Healthcare decision making capacity. Substituted judgment. 

Persons with disability. Vulnerable groups. Vaccination and public health. Physician - parents/legal 

proxy communication related to vaccination of minors.  

 

10. Biomedical research with participation of human subjects. Biomedical research and its importance. 

Medical deontological code. Basic principles of biomedical research. Experimental treatments. 

 

11. Ethics of pandemic. Ethical questions related to pandemic COVID-19. Anti-epidemic measures: 

autonomy and common good. Distributive justice: triage criteria, resource allocation, vaccination. 

 

12. Current bioethical issues. Final evaluation.    


